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Through our service, we noticed that many of our Christloving congregants live in remote villages and hamlets
where they represent a very small percentage of their society. We also noted that the severity of their needs were
increasingly dire as the population of Copts in the villages
and hamlets decreased.
Consequently, in response to the need, BLESS Egypt initiated a new service at the end of 2007, called “The Seven
Deacons,” with the goal of ministering to these Coptic
minorities in very poor villages and hamlets.
The Seven Deacons service aims to tend to the basic
human needs of the Copts by providing plumbing and
connections to potable (fresh drinking) water, sewer connections, roofing and ceiling construction, renovation of
walls and floors, installation of doors and windows. This
service also strives to minister to and nourish them spiritually, mentally, medically and financially.
The provisions described are over and above the spiritual
and health services, medical treatment assistance, marriage assistance, literacy classes, youth and child/infant
related activities and monthly financial assistance for widows and seniors.
The total sum of expenses for these important services
from the end of 2007 until 12/31/2008 was 630,057 L.E.

Villages served by the
Seven Deacons service
Qalubeyah Province:
Akrasha in Abi Zaabal
district
Kafr Salieb Salama
El Baqasheen village
Farah Shehata village
district of Banha
Malawi:
El Amiyaa
Masna El Thalg
El Madafen
Al Ashwaiyaat
Diocese of Gerga:
Al Shawaalah
Awolaad Salama
Al Musaada
El Ghobashi
Al Zawatna
Nagg El Sheikh
Awolaad Bahig
Nagg El Sheikh Youssef
Awolaad Ghazi
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The Saint Verena service serves those who have no one to remember them
residing in the severely impoverished neighborhoods of Cairo. By God’s
grace, this year we disbursed a sum of 317,000 L.E. among 2,640 families
in poorest parts of the Greater Cairo Metro area and its neighborhoods.
The Saint Verena service group focuses on ministering to our fathers and
mothers, our brethren, among whom are the elderly and the ill who are
physically incapable of going to church to seek help or
support for their needs. In addition to spiritual ministry, the servants address such needs as obtaining
treatment (health and otherwise), renovating homes
and providing critical necessities.

The peace, love and mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ be with
us all. I would like to congratulate you, my beloved, from the depths
of my heart on the Glorious Feast of the Resurrection; may God return
it while you are in the fullness of blessing and spiritual joy. In this glorious feast, we walk in a new life…in the newness of life, just like the
saying of St. Paul, “Just as Christ was raised from the dead by the
glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.”
(Rom. 6:4).
I am incredibly grateful for your gracious and merciful hearts
my dear brethren. During the year 2008 I have received your many
generous loving gifts to your brethren…the Brethren of the Lord in
Egypt. We have received during the period of 01/01/08 to 12/31/08 a
sum of $1,010,000.00 U.S. dollars (5,465,413.00 L.E.) from BLESS
USA. An additional $907,330.00 (4,909,825.70 L.E.) was received
from sources other than BLESS USA. In all, through the grace of God,
the BLESS Agape Charity Department was able to distribute
$1,917,330.00 ( 10,375,238.70 L.E.) in 2008, representing an increase
of $379,770.00 (1,139,133.05 L.E.) from the previous year. The contributions received were dispensed to the brethren of the Lord
through the programs of the BLESS Agape Charity Department, as
outlined in the following report.
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BLESS USA

COPTIC COMMUNITIES OF CANADA,
LONDON, ENGLAND, & AUSTRALIA
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Neighborhoods being served by the Saint Verena Service Group
Sharq Al Sekah Al Hadid
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Blessed Reverend Fathers and beloved brethren, friends of BLESS
USA
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Outskirts of Cairo: Children sort through heaps
of garbage for recyclables in order to earn
income to support their families.
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BLESS USA is an official nonprofit charity organization of the Coptic Orthodox Church and is located at the Coptic Orthodox Archdiocese of North America.

Marriage Expense Assistance

MARRIAGE EXPENSE ASSISTANCE

Medical Assistance

Aids young women in meeting marriage related
expenses associated with starting a household.
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EDUCATION

Education

Assists students with the significant expenses associated with every level of education, consisting
largely of fees, books, supplies, and uniforms.
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It is also worth noting here that expenses for both the Family Assistance and the
Education Assistance programs have both decreased during 2008 in comparison
to 2007; on the other hand, a substantially significant increase in the area of medical assistance emerged. The shift in our program distribution is a result of the
continuing evaluation of the budget, assessment of necessities, and the availability of our resources. We ask our Heavenly Father to grant us wisdom and good
judgement and that He may bless every deed unto the glory of His Holy name.
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2,520

Assistance for People with Disabilities
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2007
24,010
19
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30,065
23

Assists families through vocational and job training
in an effort to contend with the significant rates of
unemployment. In addition to providing such
training, the program also occasionally offers the
capital and resources necessary for establishing an
income-generating business.
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Education, 3.94%
Aid to Sudan, 2.50%
Roofing, 6.07%
Emergency Fund, 2.43%
Assistance for people with Disabilities, 0.29%
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630,057
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Aid to Sudan
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Left: Water for washing is manually pumped through a spout and most often is contaminated with raw sewage.. This
water is salty and not drinkable. Right: BLESS installs piping and connections for clean running potable water.

www.blessusa.org

2008

800,000

Provides various forms of assistance to the
Brethren of the Lord in Sudan.

Fax: 973.857.6300

128

Roofing

Cases Helped:

Tel: 973.857.4299

2007
97,877

L.E. Distributed:

Repairs and restores roofs in several rural
villages throughout Egypt including El Marg Al
Sharqiyah, El Marg Al Gharbiyah, El Khossous,
Moassassat Al Zakaah, etc.
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2008
157,850

Housing

ROOFING

Marriage Expense Assistance, 22.53%
Housing, 1.09%
Assistance for the Underdeveloped, 1.52%
Outreach, 3.06%
Medical Assistance, 46.63%
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Family Assistance, 9.95%

2008

317,000

Assistance for the Underdeveloped

  

P.O. Box 384 Cedar Grove, NJ 07009
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HOUSING

4,837,625.70

DISABILITIES
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L.E. Distributed:

2,337,219.00

Assists both physically and mentally handicapped individuals, offering services that
include the provision of prostheses as well as a
variety of medical equipment including wheel
chairs, hearing aids, crutches, etc.
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EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE

300,000

30,065.00

408,513.00

Operates as a relief fund in instances where
the Brethren of the Lord require immediate aid
arising from emergencies varying from late
rents, applying for licenses, connection of
water, electricity, water, debts, etc.
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Assists members of the Coptic community suffering from the Egyptian housing shortage crisis in an
effort to avoid such negative side effects as mixed
housing.
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Emergency Fund
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FAMILY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
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This program seeks out individuals – particularly
the sick and elderly – who may not have family or
friends to assist them or even call attention to their
needs. BLESS field servants will visit the person
and provide any one of a variety of types of assistance including medical care, hygiene education,
housing restoration, or food distribution.

4,000,000

L.E. Distributed: 3,940,037.55

Supports families living under the poverty line
who are facing additional financial hardship due
to the death, absence, or illness of the head of
household.
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Family Assistance Program

L.E. Distributed:

OUTREACH

A detailed report of the medical
assistance program will follow.
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MEDICAL ASSISTANCE

L.E. Distributed:

e-mail: info@blessusa.org

2007
213,541

2008
259,743

